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This profile comes from the QRIS Compendium – a comprehensive resource for information about all QRIS operating in the United States and its territories. It was developed through a partnership of the BUILD Initiative, the Early Learning Challenge Collaborative and Child Trends. The first QRIS started in Oklahoma in
1998. Reaching the stars consisted of only two star levels. A year later, the state funded a third tier of star-studded programs that met two-star standards and were nationally accredited. After two years and a delayed level of participants, the program designers realized that the gap between one-star licensing and two-star
standards was wider than most vendors could achieve. They therefore created a center – the one-star plus level – that provides financial incentives and recognition for providers who need more support to get to higher star levels. Oklahoma's Reaching for the Stars QRIS policies and procedures were specific and
detailed, allowing employees and vendors to understand the process. This understanding was essential due to the significant financial impact of star status on tiered reimbursement rates. Since it was difficult to evaluate a program when it was first opened, the QRIS policy initially stated that a program could not apply for
a higher star level until it had a full license, which was usually reached after 6 months of operation. This demand put new programmes and existing childcare facilities in distress, especially in the time of a change of ownership. Under new ownership, the staggered rates fell dramatically, jeopardizing the continued quality
of the centre. As a result, the Directive has been amended to allow new programmes with an initial authorisation to participate. Oklahoma has launched its own scholarship program, the Scholars for Excellence in Child Care Initiative, to help older and school-aged caregivers continue their education and meet the QRIS
criteria of stars. To qualify for the Scholars for Excellence initiative, providers had to work in one-star plus-or-over childcare facilities licensed and cared for for subsidized children (i.e., at least 10 percent of the children cared for must have received grants). This program placed a scientific coordinator at each community
school to recruit, advise and support students who often entered the higher education system for the first time. Coordinators of the Central Office and Community College assisted providers in providing career guidance and financial support, including grants provided by the Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) for
Child Development Associate or Certified Childcare Professional Assessments, Career Tech or Community College Coursework. Scholarship money could be used for tuition fees, fees, limited release periods and books. Each semester, the scholarship coordinators made at least two technical assistance visits to the
provider to provide instruction or career guidance. Afford. Delayed the launch of his Reaching for the Stars campaign for parents until most counties had a one-star program. To inform parents, the state used television and radio announcements, advertisements for films in theaters, brochures and posters in many public
places and posters. When childcare providers reached a higher level, they were given a certificate, a window sticker, and a newspaper article that they could submit to their local newspaper. Some licensees lent them farm signs and banners to announce their performance. A provider's star status was clearly displayed



when a parent used the online childcare locator to get a list of licensed facilities. For the providers, all employees were given a pin that reflected the star status of their program, and they were recognized at early childhood state conferences. AM Best has confirmed the Financial Strength Rating (FSR) of A (Excellent) and
the Long-Term Issuer Credit Ratings (Long-Term ICR) of a+ of Brighthouse Life Insurance Company (based in Charlotte, NC), the largest operating company for the Brighthouse group of companies, the New England Life Insurance Company (Boston, MA) and the Brighthouse Life Insurance Company of NY (New York,
NY). These companies are collectively known as Brighthouse and are operating insurance subsidiaries of Brighthouse Financial, Inc. (Brighthouse Financial) (based in Charlotte, NC) [NASDAQ: BHF]. The outlook for these ratings is stable. KBS, one of the largest investors in leading commercial real estate in the nation,
and leading Midwest law firm Fredrikson &amp; Byron announced today that the company has signed a lease for approximately 178,000 square meters of space in RBC Plaza at 60 South Sixth, a Class A, 40-story, 710,332 square meter office tower and retail complex in downtown Minneapolis, Minnesota. RBC Plaza at
60 South Sixth is owned by KBS REIT III.Brown has been in Michigan since 2016. The Wolverines' defense has declined significantly in 2020. The ever-popular Green Releaf Calming Face Oil is on sale for more than 40 dollars off. Peter Thomas Roth's End of Year Sale offers a selection of items that you can grab for up
to 60 per cent off when you use the code EOY2020 at checkout. (Bloomberg) -- The new Covid-19 strain that has emerged in the United Kingdom may already be in the United States, Germany, France and Switzerland, officials in those countries said. Ireland imposed new restrictions to curb exceptional growth in cases,
and said the nation should act on the assumption that the new variant has arrived. Pfizer Inc.'s partner, BioNTech SE, is exploring ways to boost vaccine production, and its chief executive officer said his shot will probably work against the new virus strain. Taiwan reported the first locally transmitted infection since April,
ending the longest stretch in the world without a domestic case. New New And Arizona reported the highest number of Deaths of Covid-19 since June and July, respectively. The death toll is also rising in New York City. Meanwhile, Anthony Fauci, the U.S. government's top infectious disease doctor, received the vaccine
from Moderna Inc., part of an attempt by health officials to build confidence in the shooting. Key Developments:Global Tracker: Cases Happen 77.7 Million; Deaths over 1.7 million Us dollars Hot Spots: Hospitals still months away as a vaccine are floodedFirst footage goes viral online to arouse widespread
supportLeading Indian Covid vaccine maker models for uphill roll-outCovid wreaked havoc on airlines in 2020. Here's how, in chartsMore than 2.1 million people have been vaccinatedSubscribe to a daily update on the virus from Bloomberg Prognosis team here. Click CVID at the terminal for global data on coronavirus
cases and deaths. Johnson Looks at Tighter Lockdown (4:45 P.m NY) Boris Johnson's government is considering moving more areas of England into lockdown to counter a faster-spreading variant of the coronavirus. Ministers are considering applying the highest Tier 4 restrictions -- which force non-essential shops and
recreational facilities - to more regions, according to a person familiar with the matter. Ministers and scientific experts met late on Tuesday after identifying plans for the new Covid 19 strain outside London and south-east England, which were ranked at level 4 last weekend. France to Reopen Transport Links to U.K.
(15:35 p.m NY)France said it will start to reopen critical trade and transport links with the U.K. by midnight Tuesday, two days after a temporary suspension triggered chaos at Britain's busiest port. The journey from the UK will resume for citizens and residents of the European Union who are able to show negative Covid-
19 tests, according to a statement from Prime Minister Jean Castex. Other nationals will be given the opportunity to resume important journeys. France suspended freight traffic from Dover on Sunday as the faster-spreading version of Covid-19 could trigger an increase in cases, as well as in and around London, where
the British government has imposed a severe ban. Meatpacking Counties Hit Hardest, USDA Says (2 p.m. NY)The Covid-19 infection rate in U.S. counties that depended on meatpacking jobs was up to 10 times the average level of rural counties last spring, according to a U.S. Department of Agriculture report. The report
examined the spread of Covid in the 57 predominantly rural US counties, where meat packaging accounted for at least 20% of employment As of mid-April, Covid confirmed cases in those counties surpassed the rest of the country and remained much higher than in other U.S. counties through mid-July, the USDA
Economic Research Service found. Meat-processing plants in the U.S. quickly became epicenters of the virus in the spring, as mostly migrant workers continued to work, sometimes shoulder-to-shoulder, in cramped, cold, humid facilities, often often Protective equipment. Rural areas recently outperformed urban and
suburban parts of the country in the cumulative covid figure as part of the population. Last week, there were 109 cumulative deaths per 100,000 residents in non-core counties, the least populated classification, according to data from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prävention.In last week, with Some of the
highest death rates when scaled for the population. New cases were worst in Tennessee, Texas and Oklahoma.South Carolina Governor Tests Positive (1:25 p.m NY) South Carolina Governor Henry McMaster was notified late Monday that he had tested positive for the virus, his office announced. McMaster, who
experienced mild symptoms with coughing and mild fatigue, was at a Christmas party at the White House December 14.The office said the governor had undergone routine tests because he came into close contact with the Covid-19 virus. He will isolate and monitor for additional symptoms for the next 10 days, according
to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.In in a statement, McMaster urged everyone to be extra careful during the Christmas holidays. This virus spreads very easily. New Jersey Covid Deaths Spike (12:51 a.m. NY)New Jersey's daily number of reported Covid-19 deaths exceeded 100 for the first time
since June, according to data published on the state's website. The 104 new deaths pushed the total number of confirmed deaths from the pandemic in New Jersey to 16,418. The 3,735 hospitalizations were the most since May.New Covid-19 Strain can already be in the U.S. (12:40 p.m. NY) The new variant of Covid-19
found in the U.S. could already be undetected in the U.S., according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.No cases have yet to be identified, the CDC reported, but viruses have only been sequenced from about 51,000 of the 17 million U.S. cases. Travel between the two countries and the prevalence of the
new strain in the UK increase the likelihood that it is already in the U.S., the CDC reported. Moncef Slaoui, senior scientific adviser to Operation Warp Speed, said Monday that it would take weeks to scientifically determine whether the strain is more transferable, but that it does not appear to be more dangerous. He also
said he expects the existing vaccines to provide protection against them. Arizona Records Most Deaths Since July (11:50 a.m. NY)Arizona on Tuesday reported 153 new Covid-19 deaths, the most since late July as its medical centers struggle to keep up with a mounting number of patients. The latest death toll has
brought the death toll since the start of the pandemic to 8,125. Along with Nevada, Arizona on Monday, the highest-ranking nationwide, if scaled for the population. Fauci Vaccinated With Moderna's Shot (10:55 a.m. NY)Anthony Fauci was one of the first employees of the National Institutes of Health to receive a Covid-
19 vaccine administered in the same auditorium where he was came to the NIH 52 years ago as a scholarship holder. Fauci, the U.S. government's top physician for infectious diseases, received the vaccine from Moderna Inc., along with Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar and NIH Director Francis Collins
and six Medical Border Service employees at the NIH Clinical Center in Bethesda, Maryland. The foundations for moderna's messenger RNA vaccine began with a collaboration between NIH and the company before the pandemic began. What we are seeing now is the culmination of years of research, Fauci said. The
public ritual of vaccinating high-ranking health policymakers is part of an effort to build trust in vaccines that have been developed in record time and amid political wrangoutovers over the timing of vaccine approval. Fauci, who turns 80 on Thursday, noted that he gets the vaccine, partly because he still sees patients as a
treating physician at the NIH Clinical Center, but also to send a message to the rest of the country that I have extreme confidence in the safety and efficacy of the vaccine. He flashed a thumbs-up sign after getting the shot in his left arm. NYC Deaths Surge 31% (10:35 a.m. NY) New York City lost 188 residents to Covid-
19 in the week ending December 21, 31% more than the average for the last four weeks. While cases have declined in the past week, hospitalizations and deaths have increased. The seven-day average of confirmed and probable deaths more than doubled this month, to 34 on December 18. Mayor Bill de Blasio has
urged residents to stay home for the holidays. The deaths are far from the more than 700 daily deaths Seen by New York City in April. The most populous city in the Us has reported 387,361 confirmed and probable cases and 24,735 deaths since the outbreak began. Denmark says other variant discovered (9:20 a.m.
NY)Denmark's health authorities said that about 10% of the country's positive test results are now from the N439K mutation of the virus, citing the rate worrying. The mutation, first discovered in Romania in May, is different from the mutation that spreads across the UK and from the mutation that infected Danish mink
arms earlier this year, authorities said. Denmark's Deferred Action for The Elderly Care to Deal With Virus (9:14 a.m. NY) Intensive Care Unit in Denmark's capital region is now approaching full capacity, prompting health officials to postpone planned operations and seek help from hospitals outside the Copenhagen area.
The development comes amid an increase in Covid-19 cases, although daily counts have recently been below a 18Th Dec of more than 4,500 hospitals in the Netherlands. non-urgent health care have been put on hold in order to be able to handle a large influx of Covid patients, according to the national press agency
ANP. More patients will be transferred to neighbouring Germany. Switzerland receives the first 107,000 doses of vaccine (9:02 a.m. NY)Switzerland has received the first 107,000 doses of the Pfizer BioNTech vaccine and will begin single-shot admissions this month before an official national launch. Start. January 4.
The country will prioritise people aged 75 and over and adults with the highest risk of chronic diseases. The country analyzed only 1% of the approximately 30,000 cases per week and had not found the mutant strain of the virus as of December 10. However, it is likely that the variant has already been brought to
Switzerland by several people on flights from the UK, according to the scientific task of Swiss Covid-19 force.EU calls on Member States to reopen transport links to the UK (9a.m. NY)The European Commission called on member states to reopen critical trade and passenger services to the UK while discouraging non-
essential journeys. , a step towards ending the chaos at Britain's busiest port. The British government is desperately trying to reopen trade routes to France after a day of cross-border political barter failed to end the impasse. France suspended freight traffic from Dover in south-east England at midnight on Sunday
because it was afraid of the mutant Covid-19 tribe forcing the British government to strictly block London and the surrounding area. More than 40 countries are restricting flights and effectively isolating the U.K.New Irish Curbs to curb the extraordinary virus growth (8:24 a.m. NY)Ireland will introduce a series of new
restrictions to combat the coronavirus, Prime Minister Micheal Martin said in a national address, citing extraordinary growth of the virus there. Pubs and restaurants close from 24 December to 12 January, while travel between counties is virtually prohibited. Non-essential stores may remain open, but the government has
requested that January sales be postponed. While there is no firm evidence that the new strain of the virus is in Ireland, the most responsible is to proceed on the assumption that it is already there, Martin said. We could now see a daily growth rate of about 10%, Martin said. This is simply unsustainable. The IMF warns
that the eurozone's recovery is slow.m, the euro area is in danger of experiencing a slower economic recovery in 2021 than previously expected, and may need more stimulus if a resurgent coronavirus sweeps through the continent, according to the International Monetary Fund. Sweden wants new Covid laws in force by
January (7:57 a.m NY) Sweden plans to enact new pandemic laws on January 15, giving it the right to close businesses and public transport to combat a rise in cases. Despite the resurgence of infections, Sweden has so far halted a complete ban, partly because it did not have the legal framework to do more.
Romanians reluctant to have vaccine a.m. NY) Romanians are reluctant to have a Covid-19 vaccine. Only 30% said they were willing to take the shot, while 29% of respondents said they definitely did not want to, according to a survey by the polling institute Avangarde cited by G4Media. The rest of the population was still
undecided, the survey found. For more articles like this, please visit us on bloomberg.comSubscribe now to get started with most trusted economic news source.©2020 Bloomberg L.P.Life Storage, Inc. is opening a micro-fulfillment center in Las Vegas from its subsidiary Warehouse Anywhere in partnership with
Deliverr.Four Corners Property Trust (NYSE:FCPT), a real estate investment trust that primarily owns high-end, net rented restaurant properties (FCPT or companies), is pleased to announce the acquisition of two outback steakhouses and a Carrabba property for USD 12.9 million. The properties are located in dense
retail corridors in Florida. All three properties are operated under triple-net leasing, with the average term of approximately 11 years being weighted and the annual rent increased by 1%. The transaction was valued at a cash capitalization rate of 6.4% based on rents for 2021 excluding transaction costs. (Bloomberg) --
Oil fell to its lowest level in a week as a new expanding coronavirus variant and related travel restrictions were expected to weaken global fuel consumption, which is already under pressure. Futures slipped 2 percent in New York on Tuesday. The new Covid-19 strain, which has been created in the UK, may already be in
Germany, France and Switzerland, officials in those countries said. More than 40 countries are effectively restricting flights and effectively isolating the UK. In the US, the virus has brought nearly twice as many Americans to hospital as at any time in the pandemic, and vaccine doses for most people are still months
away. This sudden, panicked government action around the world points to the danger of even more widespread closures and travel restrictions well into the new year, said Pavel Molchanov, energy research analyst at Raymond James &amp; Associates Inc. Of course, this will slow the recovery in global oil demand and
weigh on oil prices. A stronger dollar also reduces the attractiveness of oil priced in the currency. The threat to short-term demand from additional stay-at-home measures has overwhelmed oil markets. Brent contracts for fast delivery are back with a discount on later deliveries -- a bearish pattern known as contango.
Gazprom Neft CEO Alexander Dyukov said global demand for oil liquids will return to pre-pandemic levels by early or mid-2022 at the latest. Investors are also turning their attention to U.S. inventories. The industry-funded American Petroleum Institute reported a 2.7 million-barrel increase in U.S. oil inventories last week
ahead of a U.S. government report on Wednesday. The Senate followed the House of Representatives late Monday with a Majority of the 2.3 trillion dollar bill. For more articles like this, please visit bloomberg.comTo stay ahead with the most trusted economic news source.©2020 Bloomberg L.P.(Bloomberg) -- Nine
months of talks between the UK and the European Union on a post-Brexit trade deal Prime Minister Boris Johnson and EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen intervened in person on Monday and Tuesday, holding several telephone conversations to reach an agreement before the UK leaves the single market
at the end of the month. Negotiators were still trapped in talks in Brussels late on Tuesday, as Michel Barnier, the EU's chief negotiator, said both sides were ready to make a final push. Discussions focus on two major differences of opinion on fish: what access EU boats will have, and what rights will the EU have to
impose retaliatory tariffs should the UK restrict that access in the future? The two sides have made a fisheries agreement a precondition for a broader agreement on their future relationship, even though the 650 million euros (790 million dollars) of fish that EU boats catch in British waters each year were a fraction of the
value traded each year between Britain and the bloc. Barnier said Tuesday at a meeting of ambassadors of the bloc's 27 member states that progress had been made in the talks and that a deal could be signed before Christmas -- if the British are willing to make further compromises on fisheries, according to diplomats
briefed on the talks. After Christmas? Officials said talks could continue beyond Christmas or fail altogether. Senior EU officials said the decision rested with Johnson, while people familiar with the British side said the decision was in the bloc to move. Barnier said his team was ready to continue negotiating after the post-
Brexit transition period expired on 31 December if necessary to strike a deal. Earlier this week, the UK put forward a proposal that would reduce the value of fish catching EU boats in British waters by 30%, a much smaller drop than the 60% it claimed last week. The EU has also made compromises: from accepting a cut
at the start of the negotiations to 18% a few weeks ago to 25% in recent days. The bloc refuses to accept a reduction in the value of fish caught by more than 25%, and even says it is difficult for countries such as France and Denmark to accept, officials with knowledge of the discussions say. But it is not as simple as the
raw figures, which is why a compromise is not ruled out while both sides continue to talk. In addition to the percentage of catches, both sides are haggling over how long fishermen will be given time to adapt to the rules. The UK has called on the EU to: five-year transition period, having previously proposed three years.
The bloc had originally asked for ten years and now offered seven. The EU wants to be able to impose tariffs on the UK if the government restricts access to its waters after the transitional period. In its latest compromise offer, the UK stated that it would accept tariffs on fisheries, but not in other areas such as: as
required by the block. For more articles like this, please visit us on bloomberg.comSubscribe now to stay ahead with the most trusted business news source.©2020 Bloomberg L.P.CbdMD Inc on Tuesday signed a one-year partnership with Joe Rogan, the cannabis-based rubbers and bath bombs maker the only
company to advertise cannabidiol products on the comedian's Spotify podcast. The company is the latest to merge with a celebrity, as traditional advertising and marketing channels for cannabidiol manufacturers have remained out of bounds, even as sales jumped during the coronavirus-induced lockdowns. We have
come to the plate and committed to Joe for next year, which is a win-win situation for both of us, cbdMD CEO Martin Sumichrast told the Reuters news agency. Shahmoon Keller PLLC made an announcement today about QuantumScape (NYSE: QS-W). The only thing cheap about these looks is the price. From Good
HousekeepingWe have silver, gold, comfortable and courageous. The U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) today filed a lawsuit against giant retailer Walmart (NYSE: WMT), multiple sources say. The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) has also intervened, claiming that Walmart's pharmacies regularly fill prescriptions that it
calls illegitimate. As USA Today reports, Jeffrey Bossert Clark, the head of the DOJ's civil division, accuses Walmart of committing unlawful behavior that contributed to the epidemic of opioid abuse in the United States. AT&amp;T* today announced that AT&amp;T Mobility and the Communications Workers of America
have entered into agreements to extend two one-year mobility contracts. Andy Lonergan is expected to be in charge of Stoke City's final line of defence against Tottenham Hotspur's formidable attack in his first competitive appearance in almost two years in Wednesday's Carabao Cup quarter-final. Lonergan, 37, who
collected a Premier League winner's medal after spending last season as part of Jurgen Klopp's Liverpool squad, joined Stoke as a free agent earlier this month as manager Michael O'Neill had no options following injuries to three goalkeepers, Adam Davies, Angus Gunn and Niki Maenpaa. Joe Bursik has started the
last nine games after being recalled from a loan spell at Doncaster Rovers, but with the 20-year-old Cup-bound Lonergan, whose last appearance was in Rochdale League One's win over Scunthorpe in March 2019, and untested 19-year-old Blondey Nna Noukeu are O'Neill's only options. We had a difficult situation in
goal, said O'Neill, who confirmed lonergan had recovered from an illness after missing the weekend's defeat to Blackburn Rovers. Andy is Order. I think he would bring some peace. Look, he doesn't have a competitive game for, I think, 21 months, but with an experienced goalkeeper I have no qualms about it. In. They
have conceded just one goal in their last seven League games, but O'Neill knows they will face a very different kind of challenge to stifle a Spurs squad that will include Harry Kane. The manager and the striker both have good reason to remember the last time Harry Redknapp's Spurs played in a Europa League group
game against O'Neill's Shamrock Rovers nine years ago. That draw marked O'Neill's last game for the League of Ireland before taking charge of Northern Ireland, while an 18-year-old Kane appeared off the bench to complete a 4-0 win for the north London club with his first goal. Stoke are on the brink of the
Championship play-off places and the manager added: 'It will give us a chance to get to see where we are. Australian Associated Press President-elect Joe Biden has warned that a massive cyberattack on US government agencies uncovered last week will not go unanswered. Arsenal will be hoping to provide a
distraction from their ongoing Premier League clashes and earn a place in the Semi-Final of the Carabao Cup on Tuesday night. The Gunners are in the midst of their worst start to a top-class season in 46 years, but cup competitions have so far provided a welcome relief. After victories over Leicester and Liverpool,
Arsenal - who face a critical clash with Chelsea on Boxing Day - will now try to be the first team to defeat owner Manchester City in this competition since 2016. Follow the whole action as Mikel Arteta takes his former mentor Pep Guardiola
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